About the Upper School

The Haverford School curriculum provides students with a wide variety of course offerings, designed to develop their reasoning abilities, aesthetic sensibility, intellectual curiosity, and moral vision. Departmental requirements are designed not only to comply with all college entrance requirements, but also to excite students about learning and broaden their approach to intellectual pursuits.
Summer Reading
Summer Reading is an integral part of The Haverford School experience. Have a great summer and make sure to prepare for the year ahead by doing your summer reading.

Welcome

The Haverford School is a proud school, full of the tradition, the energy, and the excitement that one would expect from one of America's pre-eminent schools for boys.
In this section, we give you a chance to read about our philosophy, history and work promoting the development of boys. Browse through the selections on the left.

The Haverfrod School has been a leader in boys' education for over 116 years. With our On Behalf of Boys initiative, we anticipated the current focus on boys' educational issues and are proud of our status as a non-denominational, non-military boys' school in the Philadelphia area.
Our goal at Haverford is to prepare our young men for life by developing their full human potential intellectually, artistically, athletically, and morally. We believe that we can develop a boy's full potential better in an all-male environment because we understand the different developmental cycle of boys and pay attention to their unique needs.
We also enccourage their artistic potential in a singular environment that says it is great for young men to sing, paint, and act. Haverford is a school where the captain of the hockey team is also our best singer, where the heavyweight wrestler has a star role in the school musical, where an all-American lacrosse player writes poetry and screen plays, and where the star football player complains about how dry his hands are from his pottery almost as much as he complains about his aches and pains from the football field.
The Haverford School encourages and allows boys to explore all their many talents in a supportive environment that respects individual differences and skills. Although we do a fantastic job preparing our boys for college and can match our college list with the best private schools in the country, our overall mission is to prepare young men for life. We stress the work ethic, high academic standards, and good behavior. We want our graduates to be leaders of character who will contribute to the greater good of our society. Explore  the  Lower  School,  Middle  School,   and  Upper  School  pages  and you will see boys getting a strong academic foundation, making life-long friendships, and learning to serve the wider community. All this is happening on a newly renovated campus that is getting better every day.
This is an egxciting place, and the second best opportunity you have to share in our joy of learning next to a visit to campus is to explore our new web site. Please come in and take a look around, and don't be afraid to share your impressions of what you find. Welcome to The Haverford School! 

Statement of Mission
The Haverford School, a nonsectarian college preparatory school, junior kindergarten through grade twelve, educates qualified boys of differing backgrounds. We provide a superior liberal arts education in a challenging and supportive environment which emphasizes scholarship, leadership, citizenship, and high standards of character and conduct. At Haverford, we strive to prepare each student for life by developing his full intellectual, moral, social, artistic, athletic and creative poteential.
Statement of Vision
The Haverford School aspires to be the premier independent school for boys, an institution whose graduates are recognized for their character and intellect. We foster a commitment to community and to high achievement in academics, athletics, and the arts. We strive to prepare global citizens for the twenty-first century. 
The Haverfordd School will promote integrity, leadership, friendship, and school spirit. We focus on moral development, service to others, and the ability to deal effectively with change and ambiguity. We will educate boys for life by emphasizing the joy of learning and the importance of self-knowledge. 

The Haverford Schol will build upon our tradition of academic excellence, emphasizing the creative, technological, and scientific skills that boys will need for the future. On a modern campus that is safe, well maintained, and conducive to learning, we will provide varied curricular and extra-curricular opportunities so that each boy can find personnal success. The friendships among the boys, the close relationships between the boys and their teachers, and the active support of alumni, parents, and friends will ensure the strong sense of community we cherish. 

Who we are
Haverford has bene a school for boys since its founding in 1884. Only within the past decade have we dedicated ourselves to asking what that meant. 
What do boys need? What are their strengths and vulnerabilities? What do they want, and whom do they talk to? 
On Behalf of Boys is our ongoing program to ask these important questions about boys and to pursue the answers. We're interested in learning about all boys; we want to undirstand them and to speak for them. 
